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Strategic Opportunity Stipends 2011-2012

Frequently Asked Questions

How much money is awarded?

Amounts awarded for Strategic Opportunity Stipends range from $200 to $1,500. 

What is the selection process?

Evaluation and selection of applications will be made by a panel of artists and arts administrators from each region with diverse disciplinary, geographic, and ethnic backgrounds. Family members of applicants may not serve as panelists for that review round. If you are interested in serving as a panelist and are not currently an applicant, please contact the sponsoring organization for your region. 

What does the panel consider?

Because the intent of this award is to substantially advance an artist’s career, applications should clearly describe the concrete impact the artist's career will gain from the proposed opportunity. An important element of the panel’s work is to compare the resume directly to the opportunity being applied for. The panel determines if the opportunity will take the applicant’s artistic career to the next level: based on the artist’s career as the resume describes it, the opportunity should be something new. Recipients are chosen based on the most competitive career advancement opportunities. The merit of the opportunity and its feasibility will also be considered. A third-party must invite the artist to participate in the proposed opportunity. Or alternatively, a third-party must partner with the artist or sponsor the opportunity. An artist may devise an opportunity and approach a third party to assist with its execution and apply for funds to realize it. 

A note on Ongoing Work: SOS funding exists to help artists act on or generate unique events to advance their careers. The uniqueness of a given opportunity in an artist’s career is determined by review of his or her resume and description of the opportunity. Therefore, even exceptional opportunities may be viewed as ongoing career development if they duplicate previous activities in an applicant’s career. In addition, because photographing or recording new work is an ongoing part of an artist’s career, documentation of work, unless associated with a unique opportunity, is considered ongoing work. 

How do I create or merge PDF files?

In order to email a PDF of your SOS application to your regional sponsoring organization (including the fillable application form, your resume and your letter of confirmation), it may be necessary to generate and/or merge PDF files. Below are downloadable or web based programs that allow users to save documents as Portable Document Format (PDF) files. Most computers already have the software/plugin that is needed to save or print documents as PDFs. If you do not have the ability to save, merge or print documents as PDFs currently, there are several programs for both PCs and Macs, along with websites that can perform the conversion for you, many of which are free or inexpensive. NYFA or SOS regional sponsoring organization does not endorse any particular software or service. Consult the vendor websites or perform web searches for more information. The websites below are listed alphabetically.

Adobe
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobatstd/main.html
Print driver that will work with any application. (For PC or Mac)

Create Adobe PDF Online
http://createpdf.adobe.com/
Web-based converter. Vendor emails PDF back to you. (For PC or Mac)

CutePDF
http://www.cutepdf.com/
Print driver that will work with any application. (For PC)

Go2PDF
http://www.go2pdf.com/
Print driver that will work with any application. (For PC)

Pdf995
http://site4.pdf995.com/
Print driver that will work with any application. (For PC)

PDFcreator
http://docupub.com/
Web-based converter. View PDF or emails PDF to you. (For PC or Mac)

PDFmerge
http://www.pdfmerge.com
Web-based PDF merging tool. Allows you to combine multiple PDFs into one document. (For PC or Mac)

Win2PDF
http://www.win2pdf.com/
Print driver that will work with any application. (For PC)

Zeon Corporation
http://www.pdfwizard.com/
Print driver that will work with any application. (For PC) 

Are all qualified opportunities funded?

No. Unfortunately requests for SOS support are usually greater than available funds, therefore it is important for artists to submit the strongest possible application. 

What if I collaborate with someone?

Applications for collaborative proposals between two artists must be made in the name of one artist with the other artist listed on the application form. One application will be accepted per collaborative pair; however, resumes from both artists must be included. Artists applying collaboratively should document a history of working together. Applications for collaborations between more than two artists will not be accepted. 

What are the deadlines for applying?

Applications will be accepted in 2 rounds, each with its own submission deadline and award dates. The deadlines for completed applications are September 12th, 2011 and April 5th, 2012. Applications must be emailed to the in the appropriate regional office by 5:00 p.m. on the day of the deadline. 

When am I notified?

Artists are notified by October 22, 2011 for Round 1 applications and by May 19, 2012 for Round 2 applications.

If I receive an award, what must I do?

Upon receiving notice of award, the artist must show proof of residency in the region (lease, tax return, utility bills, etc.) from at least 12 months prior to the deadline of the round applied to. Funds cannot be released without this proof. A one-page final report and submission of receipts or record of expenses are due within 4 months of award notification. Money not used by the artist must be returned within 4 months of award notification. Artists who fail to do so will forfeit the chance to apply for any future SOS funds.

What’s new about this application?

In addition to third-party invitations, SOS applicants now have the ability to create their own opportunities. Artists can devise an opportunity and approach a third-party to assist with its execution and apply for funds to realize it; recipients may also use funds for a significant professional development opportunity, such as taking a class, if the application describes the substantial/significant impact the opportunity will have on the applicant's career.

So, I can apply to take a class or workshop or attend a conference?

Yes, if you can successfully argue in your application how this opportunity will significantly impact your career. Consider that the grant is competitive and many people will apply with many significant opportunities. Can you prove through your narrative and your resume why this opportunity will have such a significant effect on your career?

Why do the opportunity timelines overlap?

By having the opportunity timeline for each deadline overlap, applicants are not restricted from applying based on opportunity dates. For instance, you can apply on September 12, 2011 for opportunities occurring between November 2011 – October 2012. If you are denied, you could technically reapply for the same opportunity (with the same dates) on April 5, 2012 if the opportunity falls between June 2012 and October 2012. Or if you miss the deadline in September, you can reapply in April as long as the dates fall within the opportunity timeline. In effect, applicants may have two chances to apply.

What does “SOS opportunities cannot be funded retroactively” mean?

If your opportunity has already occurred by the deadline, you are not eligible to apply.

How do I submit my application, and to whom?

Completed SOS applications must be emailed as a PDF to the appropriate regional sponsoring organization. If you live in

Cattaraugus, Allegany, Chautauqua, Erie or Niagara county, please email your applications to Courtney Blackmon at The Cattaraugus County Arts Council: Courtney@myartscouncil.net If you live outside of these counties, please click here to locate your sponsoring organization.

How do I email my application?

Generate one PDF and email the file as an attachment to the sponsoring organization for your region. In order to be considered for an SOS award, the PDF must include the following:

• The completed SOS application.

• A brief, chronological resume (not exceeding 2 double-spaced pages). Please indicate your artistic discipline within your resume.

• A letter, email or other confirmation of the specific opportunity for which you are applying.

• Name your PDF file as follows: LASTNAME_FIRSTNAME_SOSApplicationRoundX2012.

If your PDF does not include these things, your application will not be considered.

The application says that “works-in-progress” are not fundable, but what if I have the opportunity to present works that I have already completed? Is this considered “works-in-progress”?

SOS funding exists to help artists act on or generate unique events to advance their careers. The uniqueness of a given opportunity in an artist’s career is determined by review of his or her resume and description of the opportunity. Therefore, even exceptional opportunities may be viewed as ongoing career development if they duplicate previous activities in an applicant’s career. In addition, because photographing or recording new work is an ongoing part of an artist’s career, documentation of work, unless associated with a unique opportunity, is considered ongoing work.

What does the application refer to when it says I cannot get funding for “expensive ‘big ticket’ equipment” over $50?

Any item that has multiple uses or long shelf life that costs over $50 is not eligible for funding. For example, piano wire is NOT a “big ticket” item, but a new piano is. Examples of “big ticket” items are furnaces, software, hardware that can be used multiple times, etc.

Is application help available?

YES! The SOS coordinator in your area can help you prepare your application. It is very useful to contact your SOS coordinator prior to even beginning your submission process. In many cases, your SOS coordinator will help you determine if you and your program are eligible for application. You can also email rough drafts of your narrative to the coordinator, for advice before the deadline.
